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Bring in the New Year at our

January 9 meeting
Let’s resolve to show and tell!

Gadzooks, it’s 2006 already. So bring out the bubbly,
pop atop and toast another New Year. We survived
another 365-plus days and should be ready to make
2006 one of the best Amateur Radio years yet.

We re kicking things off with a showing of the new
video, “Amateur Radio: Wireless Window to the
World.” Then, it's Show-and-Tell night. Each of usis
invited to share an interesting
ham radio project, unique item,
storied QSL or QSO tale, an-
tenna design or anything else
that comesto mind. (Well, al-
most anything!)

Theformat issimple: Bring
along an item or story, and pre-
sent it to the members who breathlessy await your
every word. Take acouple of minutes or at most five,
and then yield the floor.

So search your memory bank or computer files, check
your station log, poke around those dusty artifactsin
your closet, and be prepared to wow uswith it al.

Reminder: bring magazines. In preparation for the
club’s Amateur Radio presentation January 21st at the
library, please bring along your old radio magazines.
We'll offer these to those who attend, to give them a
sample of our habby.

The meeting starts at 7:15 p.m. and, as usua, will be
held at the Wickliffe Public Library, 1713 Lincoln
Road, Wickliffe. Bring afriend. We're always eager to
add new members.

Indian Hills Radio Club Net
Thursday Evenings
8:00 PM local time
146.430 MHz simplex

Plans shaping up for our

Ham radio presentation
It's January 21 at the Wickliffe Public Library

Thefirst public demonstration of Amateur Radio as
part of the Cleveland Ham Radio Promotion Project
will be coming up later this month. With co-
sponsorship by the Wicliffe Public Library, the
Saturday morning January 21 program is designed to
show the public the world of ham radio and steer
interested persons to an Amateur license.

The 21-minute video will provide an introduction to
Amateur Radio, with
appearances by several local
hams, including Jeff,
WAB8SAJ, David, W8DDD,
Ken, KG8DN, and “Dege,”
W1HEO among others.

Main segmentsinclude a
short history of wireless and
the hams' role, a definition of
Amateur Radio and typical
home station, the international nature of contacts, public
service such as emergency communication during
hurricanes and floods, ham radio in the space age, the
Dayton Hamvention and how to become a licensed
radio ham.

“Some of our scenes are quite unique,” said W1HEO,
who served as a co-producer and writer of the video.
“For example, we include a section showing the A52A
DX pedition to Bhutan and a comment on the
international friendships of ham radio by Dave Lake,
G3ZCA, of King's Lynn, England, who has been
keeping skeds with an Ohio ham friend since 1970.”

The video is one of the promotional tools being
developed as part of the Cleveland Ham Radio
Promotion Project being co-sponsored by the Indian
Hills Radio Club and QCWA Cleveland Chapter One.
Copies of the DVD will be available to loca clubs.

One of several typical hams
shown in the new video.




Upcoming Hamfests fill

The 2006 calendar
Ohio events planned here and there

Need a hamfest fix in 2006? There are plenty to
be enjoyed in the year ahead. Here' salist of sev-
eral eventsthat may be of interest:

January 14, the SW Ohio Digital Symposium will
be held at Miami University-Middletown. No flea
market. Contact is KBCM@qsl.net.

SCARFest is January 15 in Nelsonville. Contact
is n8Bmwk@arrl.net.

The TUSCO ARC presents its hamfest in Stras-
burg January 29. Contact: k8wfn@tusco.net.

February 5 isthe NOARS Winterfest in Lorain.
Info from tporter1612@comcast.net.

The Mansfield Mid-Winter Hamfest is February
12. Details at deanwrasse@yahoo.com.

In Maumee, March 19 isthe date of the Toledo
Mobile ARA hamfest. Moreinfo at kb8iup@arrl.
net.

And, on March 26, the Lake County ARA plans
to hold its Madison hamfest with high hopes for
better weather than the snowstorm that dumped an
icy damper on last year's event. More info from
rocky @Il cara.org.

Additional eventswill be reported as they be-
come available.

Thanks to the Ohio Section Journa’s Winter
2005 issue for this information.
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PC peopleroster changes: A couple of changesto the
e-mail addresses included in the club roster should be
noted. Rol, K8ATQ, isnow reached at

k8atg-rol @peoplepc.com. And Jim, WD8PFK, is
jgarcaro@juno.com. Please make these roster changes.

Les, K8LP, plansto keep using his new 160-meter
dipole during the New Year. He's had good contacts
with stations on the East coast as well as locals such as
Tom, KC8QGJ, who helped with the antenna and holds
forth with agroup on top band. Tom planstorelax in
2006 and get ready for Dayton.

Rol, KBATQ, hopesto learn about some “newfangled
stuff” in 2006 such as the Small Wonders PSK-40 unit.

Bruce, KES8TI, hasretired from hissalesjob at AES as
of December 23rd, and says he plansto lead alife of
leasure. (Don't weall —ed.)

Antenna plans: Al, W8NPH, is making plans for some
new antennas during the New Year. Dick, W8FDN,
plansto find out why hisinverted-L doesn’t load right
on 160 meters, even tho it does okay on other bands.

Hit theroad, Jack! There are many interesting travel
plans afoot in 2006. Don, K8ZGW, will be spending
two to four weeks relaxing in various timeshares. And
David, W8DDD, is plotting to visit hisniecein St.
Augustine, Florida, where he intends to drink her bever-
ages. (Cheers!) Your editor, Dee, WIHEO, will again
feed his passion for cruising, with tripsto VK/ZL and a
Jazz Cruise to Mexico.

For sale: In our usual circulated member survey for this
column we ask various questions, such as plans for the
new year. But anote from Herb Schieman, KBAZW,
lists some equipment that apparently isfor sale. In-
cluded is a 25G tower section, Hustler 5BTV HF an-
tenna, power supplies and other miscellaneous ham
stuff. You can chat with Herb about it if you call him at
(216) 481-0274.

Reminder: You, too, can list ham stuff for sale. Send
the info to the editor or hand it during a meeting.




Radio classics

The Drake R-7 receiver
One of the best in 1980 and beyond

R.L. Drakereceiversenjoyed along run of popu-
larity, with its R4 line one of the best. When the
solid-state era arrived, the company put asideits
vacuum tube designs and moved ahead.

The R-7 receiver featured a 100% solid-state, syn-
thesized, broadband design. Model 1240 covered
from 0-30MHz, providing continuous tuning from
VLF through HF. Modd 1241 covered Amateur
bands from 160 to 10 meters. The R-7 received AM,
SSB, RTTY and CW modes. The receiver was of -
ten used in conjunction with the TR-7 transceiver.

Frequency readouts were
both ana-
log and
digita.

Front-

end cir-

cuitry
included a high- level dou-
ble balanced mixer and 48 MHz up-converted IF for
good general coverage, image rejection and strong
signal handling performance. Front-end bandpass
filters operated from VLF to HF. A preamp was ac-
tivated for al frequencies above 1.5 MHz.

Other features included alow distortion “ synchro-
phase’ AM detector for international broadcast re-
ception, atunable IF notch filter to null heterodynes,
and electronic passhand tuning that allowed adjust-
ment for any selectivity filter.

A built-in power supply operated from 100, 120,
200 or 240 volts AC or 13.8 volts DC. A built-in
speaker was included, along with a 25 kHz crystal
calibrator for calibration of the analog dial.

The digital readout aso functioned as a 150 MHz
counter. An optional NB-7A noise blanker was
available. The R-7 weighed 18.4 pounds and meas-
ured 13.6 inches wide by 4.6 inches high and 13
inches deep.

The Drake R-7 model 1240 genera coverage re-
ceiver sold for $1,295in 1980. The R-7 model 1241
for the Amateur bands retailed for $1,100.

February Meeting:
Monday February 13

News From The
Wide World of
Amateur Radio

ARRL asks BPL shutdown: A strongly worded letter to
the FCC asks that a Manassas, Virginia, BPL system be
shut down because it’ s still causing harmful interference.
Calling the BPL system “hopelesdy flawed,” the ARRL
said that meetings have failed to solve the problem, which
dates from early 2004. Communication Technologies
(COMTeK) operates the system over aloca power grid
using frequencies between 4 and 30 MHz. While admit-
ting to the interference, the firm also admitted that it was
unableto eliminateit. ARRL reminds the FCC that the
system doesn’t comply with Part 15 rules and should be
shut down.

ARRL toy drive: “Mission accomplished,” says ARRL
Delta Division Vice Director WD4Q, concerning the holi-
day toy drivefor kidsin the Gulf Coast area struck by
hurricane Katrina. Operated in conjunction with the Sal-
vation Army, the drive received 5,000 toys from hams,
plus $8,000 in cash contributions.

Vanity call processing. The FCC will resume processing
of vanity call sign applications January 4. It had sus-
pended processing in September as an indirect result of
hurricane-related extensions of certain deadlines.

Space station activity: The International Space Station
Commander, Bill McArthur, KC5ACR, is quite active
from space, signing NA1SS. Histwo-meter activity is
getting him interested in working al states, even conti-
nents and perhaps DXCC — all from space. McArthur is
about halfway through his six-month duty tour aboard the
space station. He's due to return to earth in April.

Hams & emergencies: A mountaintop hydroe ectric res-
ervoir in rura Reynolds County, Missouri, failed in De-
cember, releasing millions of gallons of water and result-
ing in ARES volunteers responding with communication
help. Also, anear blizzard Northeaster struck Eastern
Massachusetts in early December, prompting Skywarn
and ARES teams to active emergency networks.

Radio jammer convicted. Jack Gerritsen of Bell, Cali-
fornia, was found guilty of transmitting without alicense
plus willful and malicious interference with radio trans-
missions. Formerly KG6IRO, the man could bejailed for
up to 15 years. Heinterfered with MARS netsand U.S.
Coast Guard communications.

The ARRL Letter




Radio history

The origins of CQ
From an article by Jeff, KH2PZ
Appearing in the WRECS newsletter

Ever wonder about CQ? Why do we call CQ,
and where did it originate? Well, it dates back to
the telegraphy era, as
do many ham terms.
It might be a short
version of the words,
“Seek you,” asin
looking for someone
to talk to.
There was adistress
call version used by
Marconi Co. ship-
board and coastal op-
erators which was
CQD (shown in the
poster illustration at
left). It was sent in let-
ters, unlike the later
SOS, which wasasin-
gle procedural signal. The letter “1” was used by
ships in distress, which meant, “Come Quickly.”

Thebook, “ Famous Sea Rescues,” notes that
in 1904, severa ships were equipped with wireless
telegraphy. British operators were nearly all for-
mer landline tel egraphers who brought along with
them their Morse code and many telegraphic ab-
breviations and signals. One of them was the gen-
eral call CQ, which was used to attract attention of
al operatorsalong awire.

The Mar coni Company, realizing the need for
astandard distress signal, issued a directive that
after February 1904 the call given by shipsindis-
tresswould be “CQD.” It pointed out that while
CQ was satisfactory for genera purposes, it didn’t
express the urgency of adistress signal.

This suggeststhat prior to this order, some ships
did use CQ asadistress call and possibly their
callsdidn’t draw the needed attention.

“This was before the twice-per-hour silent peri-
ods were created,” writes KH2PZ, “600 meters
was pure bedlam, and a CQ would have gone un-
heeded.”

Let’s do lunch!
Fridays starting at 11:30 a.m.
Wellington’s, 777 Alpha Drive

(Off Wilson Mills near 1-271)

The Lighter Side of The News
Collected By David Dennis, W8DDD

Predictions gone awry

“1 think thereis aworld market for maybe five computers.”
Thomas Watson, IBM CEO, 1943

“Computersin the future may weigh aslittle as 1.5 tons.”

Popular Mechanics, 1944
“The microchip; what isit good for?”’

IBM advanced systems engineer, 1968
“There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their
home.”

Ken Olson, CEO, Digital Equipment Co., 1977

“640K ought to be enough for anybody.”

Bill Gates, 1981

“This telephone has too many shortcomings to be seriously
considered a means of communication. The deviceisinher-
ently of no valueto us.”

Western Union internal memo, 1876
“Who the hell wants to hear actors talk?’

H.M. Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927
“I'mjust glad it’s Clark Gable who' sfalling on his face and
not Gary Cooper.”

Gary Cooper, declining the leading rolein

“Gone With the Wind.”
“Wedon't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way
out.”

Decca Records, rejecting the Beatles, 1962

“Heavier-than-air flying machines areimpossible.”
Lord Kelvin, President, Royal Society, 1895
“Airplanes are interesting toys, but of no military value.”
French Strategy Prof. Marechai Foch

“Drill for oil? You mean drill into the ground to try and find
ail? You're crazy!”
Welldrillers who Edwin Drake tried to
enlist for hisdrilling project, 1859

“Louis Pasteur’ stheory of germsisridiculousfiction.”
Physiology Prof. Pachet at Toulouse, 1872

“C’mon, Monica, nobody will ever find out.”
President William Jefferson Clinton




