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May 9 meeting features KF8VX  
Describing radio in the 1920s 
Crystal sets, audion tubes and more! 
 
The era of the 1920s was one of growth as new cir-
cuits, components and knowledge of wireless helped 
bring radio into the home. We’re fortunate to have a 
club member who is a student of this period and an avid 
collector of early radio publications. 
   Our featured speaker is Jim McAdams, KF8VX, who 
will give us a rare peek at the many events that made 
radio history in the decade of the 1920s. 
   Typical of radios of this era was the Aeriola Sr., made 
by Westinghouse (shown below).  It filled the need for 

an inexpensive set for broadcast 
reception.  It used a regenerative 
circuit and a vacuum tube detector 
with its filament powered by a sin-
gle dry cell. 
   Other  business at the meeting is 
formation of a nominating commit-
tee to select a slate of officer candi-
dates for the 2005-2006 year. 
   Please join us for this important 
meeting.  The Monday, May 9 

meeting starts at 7:00 PM and will be held, as usual, at 
the Wickliffe Public Library, 1713 Lincoln Road.  
Bring a friend!   �  
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ARRL readies bandwidth  
Recommendations to FCC  
More flexibility in band plans urged  
 
The ARRL Executive Committee has agreed on a 
regulation-by-bandwidth proposal to the FCC.  The 
petition will ask that usage of the Amateur spectrum be 
by bandwidth rather than by mode. 
   ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, says that a key 
principle underlying the initiative is that the Amateur 
community must shoulder the responsibility for 
resolving conflicts among different modes and not 
expect – or wait for — the FCC to impose its own 
solutions. 
   “We are in the early stages of a dramatic shift in 
Amateur HF operating patterns,”  said Sumner.  “And its 
impossible to predict where this shift may 
lead. The FCC rules should not stand in the 
way of where technology takes us in our 
fulfillment of the bases and purpose of 
Amateur Radio.”  
   A new plan: The League is suggesting 
that the FCC scrap efforts to segregate 
digital and analog emissions by rule.  
Rather, the rules should simply set out band 
segments in which Amateurs may employ bandwidths 
of up to 3 kHz, with any further subdivision left up to 
Amateur band planning. ARRL does recognize that a 
better band planning mechanism will be needed for the 
plan to work well in order to minimize interference 
between analog and digital stations. 
   The League made no changes in its earlier 
recommendation that the rules continue to permit 
double-sideband, full-carrier AM and independent 
sideband as exceptions to the 3 kHz bandwidth limit, 
with limits of 9 kHz and 6 kHz respectively. 
   The draft petition will be reviewed at the ARRL’s 
July Board meeting.  �  
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Looking back: 
The FADA Coloradios 
Priced from a mere $19.99 in 1937  
 
The FADA Radio and Electronic Company sold a 
number of truly colorful radios back in the 1930s. 
Featuring seven models in eight “magnificent color 
combinations,”  the superheterodynes were priced 

from $19.99 to $46.50. 
   “Every Coloradio series 
possesses not only the 
appeal of color, but also 
the new ’streamline’  
cabinet designs which 
blend with the majestic 
color combinations,”  said 
the FADA ads. 

   Inside the cabinets were from four to seven 
tubes, a superheterodyne circuit with 456 kHz IF, 
automatic overload control, built-in antenna and an 
acoustically fitted dynamic speaker.  The frequency 
range was  535 to 1750 kHz.  Radios were offered 
in 115-volt AC, two-volt air cell, or six-volt storage 
battery versions. 
   The air cell version was designed for the farm 
and had four tubes plus a second band covering 2.2 
to 6.9 MHz.   
   Colors offered included walnut, ivory, Chinese 
red, black bakelite & chrome, ivory & gold, Chi-
nese red & gold, and black bakelite & gold. 
    FADA also offered a suede zipper carrying case 
for all models from $2.50 for listeners on the go. �  
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Smoke Signals is the official publica-
tion of The Indian Hills Radio Club.    
President: Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE 
Vice President: Dick Scott, W8FDN 
Secretary: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
Treasurer: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Newsletter Editor: “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 
Production: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Distribution: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
   Thanks to contributors  W8DOE, W8RPT, 
W8FDN,  WD8PFK , W8DDD and others. 
   Send news to: 9901 Cypress Circle, Mentor, Ohio 
44060-7221.  Telephone: (440) 352-8292. 
   Material may be reproduced for use by other 
newsletters if credit is given: “Reprinted from the 
Indian Hills Radio Club newsletter.” 
   Copyright © 2005 by the Indian Hills Radio Club.  
All rights reserved. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Korycki, KC8QGJ, believes in colorful QSLs, 
and has shown a number of  his cards in the past.  The 
most recent version, shown below, certainly must qual-
ify as one of the most scenic in recent memory. This 
beautiful sunset was captured by Tom’s camera at Alez-
andria Bay, New York 
last year.  Being an 
active camper and mo-
bile radio operator 
gives Tom some very 
nice scenes for his 
QSLs. 
He showed us another 
card that pictures his camper during an outing at the 
Thousand Islands, New York. His  cards were  printed 
by a local printer, too. 
 
Jeff Covelli, WA8SAJ, was able to attend our last meet-
ing, taking a break from his extensive on-the-job travel 
schedule.  He reports that he has one of the last Drake 
R8-B receivers made in the USA.  The end of manufac-
turing of various commercial receivers was noted in our 
last issue. 
 
Rol Randolph, K8ATQ, jotted in our “What’s New?”  
sheet “30-meter antenna?”   Since this band is exclu-
sively for digital modes, we surmise that Rol is among 
those of us who have not abandoned Morse.  In fact, 
with the current lack of sunspots, this is a good band for 
DX during the early evening hours, as recent logs show. 
 
Frank Oblak, KB8WHY, tells us that he’s been house 
sitting of late.  Not a bad idea during winter, and if 
there’s a ham rig within reach, he can “band sit”  also. 
 
David Dennis, W8DDD, returned to his former place of 
employment, Philips Medical Systems, to assist its radio 
club put on a noon ham radio display in the cafeteria.  
With two rigs operating, a laptop radio link, and the 
Walter Cronkite video playing, there was plenty to at-
tract the crowd.  Several persons signed up for more in-
formation from the radio club. (See related story page 
three.) David is getting warmed up for this year’s Field 
Day, which again will be at the Lake Farmpark.  �  

 



News From The 
Wide World of 
Amateur Radio 
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UK firm vetoes BPL: The planned rollout of a BPL sys-
tem by the Scottish and Southern Energy PLC has been 
scrapped.  The company is reportedly not likely to use the 
technology because of a lack of progress on technical 
standards for BPL systems and the commercial position in 
relation to other broadband services such as ADSL. 
 
Kudos for  ham radio dr ill: Amateur Radio ARES teams 
received praise for their support of a recent emergency 
drill in Connecticut.  Hams provided virtually all radio 
communication for the major exercise, sponsored by the 
US Department of Homeland Security.  The Red Cross 
said that operators were there when needed, and messages 
got to where they were needed. 
 
Students work space station. A crowd of 700 at a Moor-
park, California school enjoyed listening to a QSO with 
the International Space Station recently.  Questions from 
the elementary school kids were answered by Expedition 
Commander Leroy Chiao, KE5BRW.  “Why explore 
space and why not leave some mysteries stay mysteries?” 
was a typical one.  “We can explore space and I don’ t 
think we’ ll fully understand it,”  replied Chiao, “So I don’ t 
think we’ ll have any problem still having some myster-
ies.”  
 
FCC updates third par ty list.  The FCC is expected to 
update its list of countries with which US hams may ex-
change third party traffic to include the UK, the Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man and Northern Ireland. 
 
BPL warning from ARRL.  “BPL is not a radio spec-
trum user, it’ s a radio spectrum polluter,”  said ARRL 
CEO Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, during a conference on 
“Alternative Broadband Platforms”  in New York City. 
Broadband over powerlines has an inherent technical 
flaw, he pointed out: interference potential that cannot be 
completely nor inexpensively eliminated. 
 
Wireless literacy goal.  The ARRL’s Education and 
Technology Program — known as the “Big Project”  — 
now has 130 schools on board.  Its goal is to transform the 
teaching of wireless technology, with the prime target 
teachers.  The League program helps teachers get up to 
speed on wireless and electronics technology basics and 
how to teach them.  �  
  The ARRL Letter 

Ham radio promotion project 
Launched at Philips Medical 
New display and lots more attract folks 
 
The Philips Medical Systems Amateur Radio Club 
promoted Amateur Radio April 13 with a display in 
the company’s cafeteria.  The Indian Hills Radio 
Club assisted by providing the recently completed 
three-panel portable display. David Dennis, 

W8DDD, and 
Dee Logan, 
W1HEO, 
were also on 
hand. 
   Employees 
dining in the 
cafeteria 
were given a 
variety of 
ham radio 

items to inspect, including two operating stations, 
literature, sample QSLs, books and magazines.  A 
signup sheet recorded several persons who ex-
pressed an interest in the hobby. 
   Other  promotional activities include preliminary 
work on a promotional video being produced by 
W1HEO and retired TV newsman Frank Benesh, 
K8IFH.  A special effort will be made to show a va-
riety of ham radio activities, operators of all ages 
and gender, and both the hobby and public service 
nature of Amateur Radio.   
   Plans also are being made to distribute a news re-
lease announcing this year’s Field Day, with a list of 
various sites in the Cleveland area. 
   The Ham Radio Promotion Project will also be 
presented during a Town Hall Meeting Saturday  
afternoon at the Dayton Hamvention sponsored by 
the ham radio newsline. 
   An impor tant part of the area promotion pro-
gram is directing persons interested in Amateur Ra-
dio to cooperating radio clubs that sponsor radio 
classes or to volunteer “Elmers”  who can assist in 
answering questions about the licensing process. 
Please consider accepting this important role.  It will 
be easy and won’ t require much time or effort on 
your part.  �  

June 13 Meeting 
Annual flea market. 

Check your surplus electronic goodies 
and bring them along. 



                                    Chewing the Rag: 
Odds and Ends From Here , 
There and On the Air. 
By the editor 

Is homebrewing only confined to beer? 
   Most of us have, over the years, built many ham radio pro-
jects.  Homebrewing an electronic device with our own hands 
brought a special feeling of satisfaction. (Especially if it 
worked!)  During the early days of radio, building was often 
the most affordable way to get on the air. There were lots of 
parts to be found, circuits to be tried, and component wiring 
was easily done. 
   Not now.  The editor of the British magazine Electronics 
World recently wrote: “ Is the nature of having fun with elec-
tronics, physics or any other sciences going to change?  With 
greater device integration, small component sizes and just 
software, software, software.  The older ways of picking up a 
soldering iron and tinkering away are slowly disappearing.”  
   Today, progress in electronics is difficult to achieve outside 
of a large, well-equipped laboratory with thousands of dollars 
worth of support equipment.  Sadly, the era of radio hams ex-
perimenting at home is fading into the mist of history. 
   That’s not to say that radio amateurs have no role to play.  
The use of Amateur Radio in public service and security ap-
plications will continue to be an important national resource.  
But don’ t look for a homebrewed large scale solid state inte-
gration project any time soon. 
 
Breaking Moore’s law 
   Silicon Valley has long believed in Moore’s Law, which 
predicts that the number of transistors on a chip doubles 
every couple of years.  But if you read Intel’s annual report, 
management says that researchers have demonstrated that 
they can extend Moore’s Law for at least another 10 to 15 
years. 
   How small can chips be? How much faster will fast be? 
Intel says that it’s concentrating on features other than speed.   
Improved computer security is one.  Power management, 
multitasking and manageability are others. 
   The key to this strategy is in “Multicore Architectures,”  
which include two or more processor cores on a single chip. 
The advantage is better price and performance per watt of 
power consumed, and less heat and power issues associated 
with smaller transistor sizes and higher frequencies. �  

Special broadcast marks 
70th anniversary of FM 
Armstrong’s tower to be used 
 
I t was 70 years ago that Major E.H. Armstrong 
made the first public demonstration of wideband 
frequency modulation.  To observe this anniver-
sary, a special commemorative FM broadcast will 
be made June 11th and 12th from the Armstrong 
tower at Alpine, NJ. 
   The sponsors of this special event are Charles 
Sackermann, Jr., the owner of the Armstrong 
tower, and Steve Hemphill, owner of Solid Elec-
tronics Laboratories, a Pennsylvania broadcast 
equipment manufacturer. 
   A special temporary authority from the FCC will 

allow broadcasting on Major 
Armstrong’s original FM fre-
quency of 42.8 MHz with the 
experimental callsign 
WA2XMN. 
   Programs aired will include 
a dramatic broadcast version of 
the book, Empire of the Air, an 
excerpt from a 1941 broadcast 
between member stations of 
the New England Yankee Net-

work, and voice recordings of Armstrong himself. 
   Also scheduled is a rebroadcast of the final sign 
off of Major Armstrong’s pioneer FM station 
W2XMN/KE2XCC, which went dark on February 
25, 1954 after Armstrong’s death. 
   Inventor  Armstrong is remembered for his  
many major contributions to radio, including  re-
generation circuits, the superheterodyne, superre-
generation and frequency modulation. He held nu-
merous patents, and tragically fought against RCA 
and General Sarnoff in lengthy court battles to de-
fend them.  The costly legal actions left Arm-
strong financially ruined.   
   The end came for Armstrong when he commit-
ted suicide in February of 1954 by jumping from 
the 13th floor of his New York apartment. 
   “Edwin Howard Armstrong died thinking he 
was a failure,”  wrote Tom Lewis in his book Em-
pire of the Air. “He never understood that he had 
been more successful than any of the people or 
interests he had been battling, or that his achieve-
ments would long outlive those of his rivals.”  
   His wife Marion spent 25 years redressing the 
wrongs he had suffered and insuring that he re-
ceived the recognition that eluded him in life. �  

 4 

 
Join the Friday lunch:  

11:30 at Wellington’s, 777 Alpha Drive,  
Off Wilson Mills near I-271 


